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Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

As a means of complying with the duty of disclosure under 
3 7 CFR §1.56, and in accordance with 3 7 CFR §§1.97 and 1.98, 
Applicant (s) , through the undersigned attorney, submits this 
Information Disclosure Statement. The patents, publications or 
other information submitted herewith are listed on the attached 
Form PTO-1449 and copies are attached. 

In accordance with 37 CFR §1.97 (b) (3), this Information 
Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a 
first Office Action on the merits of the above -identified 
application. 
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P69357US0 



10/731, 865 



GROUP ART UNIT: 3632 

FILING DATE: December 10, 2003 
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Date : March 30, 2004 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



►EXAMINER 
INITIAL 



DOCUMENT 



SUB- 



FILING DATE 







NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME CLASS 


AA 


4 


,408,428 


10/1983 


BROOKE ET AL. 


AB 


4 


,544,119 


10/1985 


KELLETT ET AL . 


AC 


2 


,375, 513 


5/1945 


BACH 


AD 


3 


,341.909 


9/1967 


HAVENER 


AE 


3 


,556,452 


1/1971 


RAMSEY 


AF 


3 


, 558. 091 


1/1971 


BUSH 


AG 


3 


, 608, 857 


9/1971 


HIBBELER 


AH 


3 


, 612,461 


4/1970 


BROWN 


AI 


3 


,652,780 


3/1972 


WILSON 


AJ 


3 


,874,035 


4/1975 


SCHUPLIN 


AK 


4 


, 135. 692 


1/1979 


FERGUSON 


AL 


4 


, 717. 099 


1/1988 


HUBBARD 


AM 


4 


723 . 749 


2/1988 


CARRARO ET AL . 


AN 


5 


595,363 


1/1997 


DE LEEBEECK 


AO 


5 


, 667, 181 


9/1997 


VAN LEEUWEN ET AL. 


AP 


6 


260, 810 


7/2001 


CHOI 


AQ 


6 


345, 800 


2/2002 


HERST ET AL. 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 

DOCUMENT SUB- translation 

NUMBER DATE COUNTRY CLASS CLASS (yes) (no) 

AL 

AM 



************************************************^ 

OTHER ART (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 

AR 

AS 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



* EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation 
if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant (s) . 



